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SUB J : ONE ISRAELI RATIONALE FOR RETENTION OF SHARM EL-SHEIKH 

1. IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER IDEA WAS PURELY HIS OWN WHEN 
COMMENTATOR ESHED WROTE IN DAVAR NOV 12 THAT ONCE SUEZ 
CANAL IS REOPENED, ISRAELI FOOTHOLD AT SHARM EL SHEIKH WILL BE 
MORE IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT WOULD FACILITIATE ISRAELI BLOCKADE OF 
GULF OF SUEZ IN RETALIATION AGAINST ANY FUTURE ARAB BLOCKADE OF 
BAB EL MANDEB (TEL AVIV 9186). 

2. FIRST CLEAR SIGN THAT ESHED HAD NOT HIMSELF FASHIONED THIS 
CONCEPT CAME IN HAARETZ PIECE BY MARGALIT NOV 29, WHERE 
MARGALIT REPEATED IDEA. MARGALIT SPELLED OUT THAT MILITARY BASE 
RATHER THAN SMALL CIVILAN TOWN AT SHARM WOULD PROBABLY BE 
PREFERABLE, AS IT WOULD GIVE ISRAEL DEVICE FOR BARGAINING WITH 
MARITIME POWERSREGULARLY USING SUEZ CANAL IN FUTURE TO OBTAIN 
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BAB EL MANDEB. MARGALIT ALSO NOTED THAT DAYAN IN NOV23 
STATEMENT HAD CALLED FOR CONTINUED ISRAELI PRESENCE AT SHARM 
EL SHEIKH AND THUS SEEMED TO IMPLY THAT DAYAN SHARED THIS 
RATONALE. MARGALIT MAY WELL BE RIGHT: DAYAN S WORDSNOV 23 
WERE, "FIRST, WE CANNOT BE AT BAB EL MANDEB AND SECONDLY, IF 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ARABS IS TO BEBASED ON BLOCKADES, 

THE MOST CERTAINLY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BUDGE FROM SHARM 
EL SHEIKH" (TEL AVIV 9685). 

3. CONCEPT AS OF THIS MOMENT OF ISRAELI BLOCKADE OF GULF OF 
SUEZ MAY NOT BE PURELY THEORETICAL, JUDGING FROM WHAT RETIRED 
GENERAL HAIM HERZOG IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID YESTERDAY TO 
GROUP OF VISITORS FROM CANADA. ACCOUNTS IN SEVERAL PAPERS 
THIS MORNING CLAIM HERZOG SAID THAT (A) ISRAELI IS CAPABLE OF 
MOUNTING, AND IN FACT IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING, BLOCKADE OF 
GULF OF SUEZ, AND (B) EIGHT OUT OF THE TEN MILLION TONS OF OIL 
CONSUMED BY EGYPT ANNUALLY ARE TRANSPORTED THROUGH GULF OF 
SUEZ. 
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